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Greetings from the IONIS President, Marc Sellam

It is widely known that technology is an important part of our future. Teaching the latest, most complex technologies can be a demanding
task, however teaching these technologies is the challenge that EPITECH is determined to face.
As French statesman George Clemenceau said, "War is much too serious a matter to be entrusted to the military."
Likewise, at EPITECH we feel that computer programming is too complex a science to entrust its teaching to engineers...
Our experts understand systems and concepts and are willing to question established notions while continually updating their knowledge to fulfill the requirements of an ever-changing business environment.
EPITECH endorses this multi-faceted approach to help its students become computer programming experts for the 21st century.
Marc Sellam
IONIS Group President

Welcome to the international student guide. We hope you will find useful information to help you discover IONIS and especially EPITECH. This includes information ranging from specific academic details to supportive tips on life in Paris.

If any questions arise while reading this document, please do not hesitate to contact the Department of International Relations (DIR):

Julie Pidell: + 33 (0) 1 44 08 01 74 
pidell_j@epitech.eu

Claire Yin: + 33 (0) 1 44 08 00 74 
yin_x@epitech.eu


IONIS
IONIS Group was founded in Paris 25 years ago. The product of Marc Sellam’s vision that students needed a better understanding of the vital role of entrepreneurs and businesses — a role that traditional education was not addressing. 

Today, IONIS Group is France’s top private higher educational organization. This is due to a truly unique educational approach which focuses on expertise and emphasizes implementation and goal-specific projects at both the national and international levels. 


With 15,000 students and more than 2,000 professors in 15 schools, IONIS has developed teaching methods and courses constructed around two themes: initially to train young men and women who can rely on their expertise and eventually to become an integral part of an established corporations’ success, or to set out to create their own flourishing business. Thousands of graduates of the IONIS Group are currently employed in a broad range of businesses in many countries around the world. 

IONIS INSTITUTE

IONIS: the numbers
25 years experience
15 private schools on 20 worldwide campuses
25 Research Labs
120 academic directors
200 student associations
500 administrative staff
2 000 professors
7 000 companies working with institutes
15 000 enrolled students
Thousands of alumni 
60 000m2 of training facilities throughout France

























EPITECH
 

EPITECH has solidified its reputation as a leading educational institution transforming computer science passion into an expertise which opens doors to potentially high-income employment comparable to those enjoyed by graduates from the elite French Universities, also known as the “Grand Ecoles” (100% employment after graduation).
Business demands functional education based on the innovative EPITECH model which is built upon three qualities that are increasingly required in the workplace: adaptability, autonomous development, and a sense of project management.
EPITECH, founded in 1999, prepares students for the ever-evolving professional environment through unique learning methods:
A modern model constructed on experience, oriented towards action and project development, enriching theory through practical application, and not focusing only on theory.
An active model which turns a passive class participant into an active self-starter living in the passion-driven context which cherishes innovation and initiative.
A unique model which provides the essential elements of success: team-work, adaptation, global orientation, innovation, creativity, and above all a sense of personal investment.
EPITECH not offers only a curriculum in tune with the times and the information and communication technology sector but also an education that personally enriches students by making them solid, open to change and to others, and that permits immediate yet sustainable success.





Studying in France

The main difference between the French university system and the British or American model is that engineering is not taught in the same institutions as the other disciplines. 

In France, universities teach most disciplines in the same institution, but the “Grandes Ecoles” teaching engineering are as prestigious as Ivy League schools. They are certified by the government and have different admission requirements, rules, and structures. 

Unlike the university system, which is required to accept any student with a French high school diploma, those “Grandes Ecoles” have rigid admission exams. 

At IONIS, a careful review of each student’s application is followed by a telephone interview. All admissions documents should be sent before June 1st. 

Students will be notified if they have been accepted within 15 working days after the telephone interview.

Why study in Paris?

Paris, the City of Lights, offers a wealth of history, art, architecture, literature, philosophy, music, and dance to students who choose to make it their home away from home. Paris was recently voted by businessmen and women the preferred European destination for both work and pleasure. 
 
Many international corporations have chosen Paris’ business district, La Defense, for their headquarters. The French capital remains Europe’s most popular venue for business conventions and exhibits. Thousands of foreign students have elected to study here every year.

The schools in the Institute of Technology are grouped within a technology campus just south of Paris. They are opened 24 hours, seven days a week. 

IONIS schools were designed as centers for a rich student experience through easy communication with the school staff and professors. 

The Department of International Relations (DIR)

The DIR provides accurate and timely documentation for orientation and opportunities for foreign students. 

The services include counselling, certification of student status, information, assistance with immigration regulations, and help with university procedures. DIR meets the specific needs of foreign students and helps them to adjust to the French lifestyle. A one-day orientation program introduces foreign students to the school staff as well as to the campus, procedures, schedules, and student organizations. Each incoming foreign student will be assigned a student-mentor to help better adjust to our system.

Please feel free to contact us:

 (
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Julie Pidell
+ 33 (0) 1 44 08 01 74 
pidell_j@epitech.eu
Claire Yin
+ 33 (0) 1 44 08 00 74 
yin_x@epitech.eu

 
Before departure 
Administrative and academic registration

Exchange students are selected by their home university while the final admission decision is made by EPITECH’s admissions board. Documents are to be sent through the Study Abroad Office at their home university to EPITECH. Students must get information from their home university regarding the exchange procedures and programs. Upon review of their application, EPITECH may issue an admission’s letter for each exchange student in order for them to apply for a visa.

Upon admission, students will be sent a “dossier d’ inscription” 
(a registration packet) which should be returned within a month at the very latest.
Regular students are welcome to fill out an online application: http://www.EPITECH.eu/v4/form_international.php
Please note that EPITECH accepts some transfer students directly into the 2nd or 3rd year.
EPITECH will send a letter to each student stating the jury’s decision and describing the registration process.
Once admitted, files should be returned to the EPITECH DIR up to one month before the start of classes. However, the process should be started at least six months in advance, to allow for immigration procedures and language test result verification.
In terms of eligibility criteria, all applicants should provide proof of completion of secondary studies (ex: American high school diploma, French baccalauréat).
If applying for an EPITECH Masters degree, a Bachelor of Computer Science is required.
An important admissions criteria is a passion for Information Technology. As a result, aside from academic records and language test results, EPITECH is looking for students enthusiastic about IT. Motivation is an important quality to the Admissions Committee.
What are the admission requirements for international students?
Personal statement 
Certified/Official transcripts and degree as well as the official translation into English
Certified/Official language test results 
Two letters of recommendation from professors 
One letter of recommendation from an employer 
A formal written response will be sent by regular mail.
Courses start:
Undergraduate students
1st year: beginning of October 
2nd year: beginning of October 
3rd year: beginning of September 
Graduate students
4th year: beginning of November 
5th year: beginning of September 
Day of classes/vacation:
There are no holidays at EPITECH. However, there are project weeks where students may be able to do their work from home.
Students are liable to have exams any day of the week, including weekends, with prior notice.  
Classes are only scheduled for certain days for different school years.
Tech1: Monday, Tuesday, & Friday
Tech 2: Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday
Tech 3: Tuesday,  Wednesday, &  Thursday
Tech 4: Thursday, Friday, & Saturday
Tech 5: Monday, Friday, & Saturday

Tuition
Tuition varies according to the year of study. 
For more information, please refer to the following webpage: http://www.epitech.eu/tarifs-epitech-art40.html. 
EPITECH offers three payment options:
Option 1: one time payment due on the 1st day of classes 
Option 2: 4 installments 
Option 3: 10 installments 
For payments, an international money transfer is recommended. Please request the bank identity number from the DIR staff at international-relations@epitech.eu.
General pattern of study

The First Cycle: An EPITECH Bachelor's Degree in Three Years
The goal of the first cycle is to master technical tools and develop project management skills, both of which are important qualities for computer experts. 
The student must learn all technical basics and develop individual work ethics.
During EPITECH’s first two years, students focus on learning technology through a series of diverse projects, ranging in complexity.
To reach the desired level of expertise, EPITECH students must successfully manage a heavy workload that requires rigorous precision.
This rigorous thinking forces students to become well organized and encourages them to strive for leadership and persevere in any given business environment. 
Equipped with the knowledge and working discipline acquired in the first two years, third-year students explore a wide variety of information technology sectors, such as artificial intelligence, databases, security, object-oriented programming, and networks. 
EPITECH also introduces third-year students to the key IT players, such as Microsoft, Oracle, and Cisco.
Students learn basic business and economic principles as well, in order to get a better grasp of the worlds of commerce, communication, marketing, and finance.
The second cycle: Becoming an IT Expert: the Fourth and Fifth Years
The advanced study level examines specific topics in greater depth, such as artificial intelligence, kernel programming, and security.
Students systematically explore business environments such as marketing, finance, law, and management. In addition to obvious business  topics, project management and quality control are included. These subjects prepare students to manage complex situations that arise in business environments.
Finally, the fifth year prepares students to enter the professional world with a curriculum that targets management, law, and finance as well as commercial and interpersonal skills.
This marks the end of formal studies, with students putting their expertise to the test with large scale projects, often with industrial applications.
Grading system
Each professor will assign a grade out of 20 (/20). Once a course is finished, all grades will be recalculated in order to conform to a standard GPA based on a 4 point system to comply with strict ECTS guidelines. This enables students to transfer credits directly to their home university.
To pass from 1st to 2nd year, a student must earn a minimum of 40 credits.
To pass from 2nd to 3rd year, a student must earn a minimum of 100 credits over the first two years.
To pass from 3rd to 4th year, a student must earn a minimum of 160 credits. To obtain the undergraduate degree, a student must earn a minimum of 180 credits.
At the end of the 5th year, in order to graduate, a student must have earned a minimum of 120 upper level credits.
Compulsory courses
Regular students have a number of compulsory courses.
Transfer students must have the same mandatory courses except for the internship. Instead, they are expected to participate in remedial classes.
For 1st year:
Non native English speaking students should pass in an internal English test and score no less than 500/1000.
For 2nd year:
Non native English speaking students should pass in an internal English test and score no less than 600/1000.
Basic programming course.
For 3rd year:
Non native English speaking students should pass in an internal English test and score no less than 750/1000.
Network test.
SQL (database) test.
EPITECH Innovative Projects (EIP) topic should be validated.
 Internship from May to October.
Undergraduates should master writing and computer culture.
Graduates should master:
EIP.
Business management course.
Internship between March and August of the 5th year.

Academic registration
Before leaving, exchange students will create a “Learning Agreement” with their Program Director from their home university and choose courses with their approval. 

Modifications can also be made at the beginning of the school year. 
The DIR as well as EPITECH’s Dean of Studies will be happy to assist students in selecting courses to match academic and eventual career goals. Please do not hesitate to contact us.

Regular students do not choose classes before they arrive. To make sure the courses selected are coherent with current abilities, please make an appointment upon arrival with the Dean of Studies, Olivier Crouzet, by contacting his assistant, Marina Chasse, who can be reached at: chasse_m@epitech.eu. A member of the DIR will also attend this meeting. 

For both exchange and regular students:
Please remember that undergraduate courses are only taught in French; graduate courses, only in English.
Bear in mind that our academic calendar is very specific; not all courses are offered year-round.
All courses requested are guaranteed and there is no maximum student limit.
Each course is offered at least twice during the week in order for students to construct their optimum schedule.
Some are also available on our intranet through a video system (e- learning).
Class registration occurs only through our intranet system.

EPITECH will issue a school transcript when final grades have been processed to validate credits with the home university.
Registration in a specific module is required for each course. Otherwise, that course will not appear on student’s schedule.
Please note that EPITECH has an innovative pedagogy where the student is autonomous. Hence there is no such thing as a fixed schedule. Each student builds their own.
Most of the assignments are completed in groups, emphasizing the value of team work. Please make sure that in planning to attend a course, it does not conflict with a group meeting or other student obligations such as mandatory tests or oral defenses.

If an exchange student drops a course, he or she needs to see if the “learning agreement” can be modified by the home university.
The general procedure for this is to contact the professor in charge of the courses through email immediately. 
Undergraduate students
1st year: 
1st semester: The beginning of October to the end of January
2nd semester: The beginning of February to the end of June

2nd year: 
1st semester: The beginning of July to the end of January, including an internship from the beginning of July to the end of December
2nd semester:  The beginning of February to the end of July 

3rd year:  
1st semester: The beginning of September to the end of January
2nd semester: The beginning of February to the end of October, including an internship from the beginning of May to the end of October

Graduate courses:
4th year:
1st semester:  The beginning of November to the end of January
2nd semester:  The beginning of February to the end of July

5th year: 
1st semester: The beginning of September to the end of February
2nd semester: The beginning of March to the end of August: internship 


Preparation




Health insurance

Foreign students must have health insurance coverage, which is compulsory in order to obtain a student card and a residence permit, as well as for official registration at EPITECH. 

EU nationals and residents of Quebec must provide one of the following forms: European Health Insurance policy (former E11/128) or SE Q106 (Quebec nationals), duly completed and issued by the French “Sécurité Sociale” or National Health Department of their home country. They are therefore exempt from “Sécurité Sociale” or National Health contributions. NB: This form only covers treatment related to emergency health care.
Since this insurance covers only a small part of medical and dental procedures, it is strongly recommended to register with a plan which provides additional coverage. This can de done so in 2 different ways:
Subscribe to an additional insurance policy in the home country before departure.
Subscribe to a complimentary health insurance (more information will be provided upon arrival).
***
Foreign students do not have one of the above mentioned forms will be asked to show evidence of a health insurance policy covering illness and hospitalisation risks. They must apply for the French State medical insurance (196 € in 2008). 
This insurance is mandatory, and an additional repatriation and civil liability coverage is recommended because the state medical insurance only covers certain medical expenses.
Students will be asked to do so upon EPITECH registration, and will have to choose between the 2 student social security centers:
LMDE http://www.lmde.com/lmde/default.asp 
SEMEREP http://www.smerep.fr/html-fr/home-portail.html
Foreign students over 28 years old cannot benefit from the French student social security system. Therefore, they have to subscribe to the “Caisse Primaire d’Assurance Maladie” (CPAM- http://www.ameli.fr/: the French national Health insurance).
***
Please note that the state insurance covers 70% of medical costs while the patient is responsible for the remaining 30%.
Since this insurance covers only a small part of medical and dental treatments, it is strongly recommended subscribing to a plan which provides additional coverage. EU nationals can do so in 2 different ways:
Subscribe to an additional insurance policy in the home country before departure.
Subscribe to a complimentary health insurance (more information will be provided upon arrival).



The school declines any responsibility if these steps are not completed, students will not be registered. Students without insurance may not continue their studies at EPITECH.


Visa 

Natives of an European Union country or Andorra, Monaco, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland, or San Marino do not need an entry visa. However, a valid passport for the duration of the stay in France is mandatory. A residence permit from the “Prefecture de Police - Carte de sejour” (long term resident permit)- is required for a stay in France lasting more than 3 months.

Non-EU nationals and natives from the countries not listed above must hold a valid passport to obtain a student visa before entering France.
Depending on the length of stay, the appropriate visa application must be chosen.

The immigration process varies with the French consulate in the student’s home country, as there may be different agreements between France and the country of origin.
The DIR will issue an official letter of acceptance for the visa application. The French consulate should be contacted at least 3 months before coming to France.

Follow this link for a list of the French consulates and embassies around the world:
http://www.expatries.diplomatie.fr/annuaires/repdipfr.asp

Documents needed to apply for a visa:
Proof of admission to an educational institution. The letter should specify your discipline and level of study, and in some cases the number of course hours and a certification that tuitions have been paid in full.
Proof of financial resources for one year; the average is around 
460 € per month.
Proof of the existence of a bank account from which funds will be transferred.
A valid passport whose period of validity encompasses the entire length of the visa period requested.
Proof of vaccination may be required against certain diseases (such as yellow fewer and cholera) before granting the visa if health conditions in the student’s home country merit such a requirement. Other than that, no specific vaccination is required for entering France.
Depending upon the country, other documents may be required.

Residence permit (“Carte de séjour”)

This official document from the French government allows residency and helps when applying for various services such as housing aid and opening a bank account among others.
 
Upon arrival in Paris, the DIR will help with the formalities for the "carte de séjour". Many of the same documents needed to acquire a visa are required for this document. The "carte de séjour" is compulsory. Indeed, it should always be carried in a wallet or purse since there are random identification verifications.  This specific ID card is also needed it for work or travel. Indeed, it must be submitted to immigration officials upon re-entry into France. 

Upon arrival, a mandatory medical exam to obtain the "carte de séjour" (http://www.anaem.social.fr/) is administered by a government agency. 

Documents usually required when applying for a “carte de séjour”:
 
 4 passport photos
 Copy of passport and visa
 Proof of resources (grant certificate, bank statements...)
 EPITECH school certificate
 Proof of insurance (for medical fees, hospital, repatriation on medical grounds)
 Birth certificate (including the names of both parents)
 Bank account in France


Bank account

The official currency in France is the Euro. Before opening a French bank account, a credit card can be obtained in the student’s home country from a major issuer, such as Visa or MasterCard. Students who stay more than three months will need a bank account to pay for essential services. A valid passport, proof of address and a stay permit for non-EU nationals are required to open a bank account.   
Partnership agreements have been signed with the most prestigious French banks. Bilingual bankers will provide preferential treatment to our students.

Living costs

The average monthly budget in Paris is around 1100 €. Fortunately, students have many discounts. A general idea of the cost of living in Paris is provided in this list:
Average monthly budget:
Housing: 600 €
Food: 200 €
Transportation: 55 €
Leisure: 100 €
Miscellaneous: 100 €
Examples of prices:
Restaurants in the city: starting from 10 €  
Campus cafeteria meal: around  5 € 
Baguette (delicious long French bread): 0.85 €
Cinema: between  6 €and  9 € 
Glass of draft beer: 3.50 €
Gas: around  1.20 € liter 
Cup of coffee : 2 €
Museum exhibition : 6 to 10 €
* Prices are for information purposes only and are subject to modification.

Upon arrival 
Getting to Paris

Airports

There are two main airports in Paris Roissy Charles de Gaulle, located in the north of Paris, and Orly, located in the South of Paris.
For more information: www.aeroportsdeparis.fr
You can reach Paris by bus, RER, metro or taxi.

Train information

Various discounts are available if tickets are purchased in advance, “prem’s” tickets for example.
Students under 26 years-old may purchase a “carte 12-25”, which gives discounts (minimum of 25%-maximum 60%). It costs 49€ for one year. The Carte usually pays for itself on the first trip.
Fast trains, known as the TGV, are more expensive than the TER.
Prices also vary according to comfort (there are two classes) and departure time (vacation, rush hours,etc.)
Please remember to punch (“composter”) tickets before boarding any train (yellow ticket punching machines are situated at the entrance to each platform). 
If you fail to do so, tell the conductor straight away to avoid a fine.
Paris has quite a few railroad stations; for more information: www.sncf.fr.



By car

A valid driver’s licence is required in order to drive in France along with an automobile registration document called the “carte grise” as well as an insurance certificate. Those who plan to stay less than a year can drive freely throughout France with a vehicle.

Local transportation
Metro line 7 Porte d'Italie 
Bus lines 47, 125, 131, 185, 186 
Car should exit the ring road at Porte d'Italie 
Velib- Public shared bicycles

Paris

Paris is divided into 20 districts (“arrondissements”) starting with the Louvre neighbourhood and continuing clockwise around the map which are indicated in the postal code as the last two digits. The first two digits are the department code for the city (Paris being 75). For example, 75011 is the 11th arrondissement.
   


Getting around Paris

All bus, subway and regional underground trains are grouped under one authority, the “RATP”.





The METRO


The public transportation system in Paris is excellent.
The French transport system is not too expensive and it is easy to use. 
The RATP has divided Paris into distinct zones based on distance from the city center (from 1 to 8). One can use the same ticket in the bus, metro or RER (express local trains).To get around Paris, a one way ticket costs 1.60 €.
The Paris metro dates back to 1898. Its 16 lines reach 322 stations.
The entrances of metro stations are marked by a big yellow ‘M’.

The metro operates every day including public holidays from around 6 am to 12:30 am. On Fridays and Saturdays it runs until 1:30 am. Times of the first and last trains vary depending on the point along the line in which one enters the system. Trains are less frequent on Sundays and public holidays. Illuminated signs above the platform indicate the length of time until the next train arrives.
Free metro maps are distributed in each station. Large-scale maps are also displayed on the platforms and at the entrance to each station. Each line has a color so that connections between lines make your journey easy to plan. Please note that on a regular day trains run every 2 minutes; 5 during week ends and holidays. 
You can buy one-journey tickets or the cheaper travel passes which allow unlimited use. The pass commonly used by commuters in and around the capital is called the “Pass Navigo”, which covers transport across an area of up to some 50 kilometers (30 miles) around the capital. However, students under 26 usually purchase the “Imagin’R” card. It lasts 1 year and offers some 50% discount (30.35 € per month for zone 1 &2). There are also weekly and daily multi-voyage passes.
For more information, please visit their webpage: http://www.ratp.fr/.
Please note that tickets must be retained until exiting the transport system since the ticket may be demanded at any time. A substantial fine will be required of all persons without a valid transportation ticket.
Please be aware that while it is usually safe to ride the metro, there may be thieves looking for easy prey.

The RER

The RER is a high speed subway system which runs from the city to the suburbs, covering most of the Ile-de-France region. 
There are 5 lines referred to by the letters A, B, C, D and E, connecting to the metro lines.
In Paris, the key junction stations for the RER are Chatelet/Les Halles, Nation, Etoile and Auber.
Using the RER, Paris can be crossed in 15 minutes. It operates every day, including public holidays, from around 6am to 12:30am. The regularity of the trains is similar to the metro, although one may have to wait longer for trains to certain suburban destinations. Please note that in the evenings, stations are deserted, and it can be unsafe for a single traveler.
Once on the platform, when travelling outwards to the suburbs, make sure to check that the stop you want is indicated on the electronic destination boards. Maps of the network and details of the line can be consulted on the platforms and inside the trains.

BUSES



Do not hesitate to travel by bus. It is a great way to discover the city. There are a wide variety of routes, many of which go though the city centre, along the Seine River banks or through well-known historical areas. The bus network, with its 59 routes, perfectly matches and complements that of the metro. 
Most buses run everyday of the year from 5:30 am until after midnight. These buses are indicated at stops by black numbers on a white circle.
Buses running from 6 am until 8 pm or later are indicated by a white number on a black circle.
There are a number of night buses: Noctilien. They run from 11:20 pm to 5:30 am.
The fares are identical to the ones for the metro. Validate the ticket or your pass when boarding the bus. The machine is usually located at the front of the bus, next to the driver. You can always purchase individual tickets from the driver, if you do not have any tickets. Make sure to bring change.
TAXIS



French taxis are licensed by the local authorities, which impose strict rules on roadworthiness, passenger capacity and working hours. 
For especially long journeys, it is common to ask for a fixed price (“un forfait”).The minimum tariff is currently 5.80 €.
Taxis in Paris can be hailed in the street, at the numerous taxi stands found in every district, or booked by phone.
Two of the largest taxi operating companies in the capital are G7 (Tel: 01 47 39 47 39) and Taxis Bleus (Tel: 08 91 70 10 10).

VELIB’

[image: velib-3dd]

Vélib’ is a public bicycle rental program in Paris. The initiative was pushed by Paris mayor Bertrand Delanoë from the French Socialist Party. The system was launched on 15 July 2007 and is modeled from Lyon's Vélo'v success. Ten thousand bicycles were introduced to the city with 750 automated rental stations each with 15 or more bikes/spaces. This number has since grown to 20,000 bicycles and 1,450 stations, about 1 station every 300 m throughout the city centre, making Vélib’ the largest system of its kind in the world.
Learning French

Following admission and registration, foreign students are granted access to e-learning to either start or improve their French and to ease their assimilation upon arrival. This e-learning access remains available for the duration of their education at EPITECH. Other languages are also available such as Spanish, English, and German. Additional French lessons for foreigners are also available.


Career Services

Career Services offers professional opportunities to students who are allowed to work in France. The office maintains internship listings and corporate information that enable students to learn more about career opportunities. Fifty hi-tech companies come to our annual on-campus career fair providing a great opportunity for students to meet potential recruiters. 

Working in France

Foreign students who hold a “Carte de Séjour Etudiant” are allowed to work 20 hours per week. Please keep in mind that students are often hired as interns and that the most they can legally earn with such a contract is around 398€ a month.

Accommodation

Finding housing in Paris can be quite difficult; therefore students are strongly advised to start looking for housing before arriving in France.  Registered students have access to housing announcements on the EPITECH web site. Students can additionally benefit from a privileged access to three student residences situated next to the campuses, in Kremlin-Bicêtre and Villejuif. In addition, the school has several agreements with housing services in Paris.

Housing in Paris is quite expensive. A simple studio rents for between 600 and 1 000 € per month.

Monthly income must be at least three times rent. 
If a private studio or an apartment is rented, a lease is required. This is compulsory as is a deposit (“caution”) and agency fees if the housing was found through a rental agency. Remember all financial information (account sheets, parents’ information and ID card) will be demanded upon signing a lease. 
Students will be asked to subscribe to an individual insurance for housing. The amount varies depending on the size of the apartment.  EPITECH has specific deals with insurance companies to insure that EPITECH students have the best prices available on the market.
Before signing the lease, make an inventory of fixtures, reporting all problems related to the apartment. The apartment must be vacated in the condition that it was originally rented. 
Ask for a rent receipt each month. These documents will be required for various purposes.
The resident tax (about one month of rent) will be demanded if students remain in the same apartment for more than one year.
Before the lease is signed, proof of sufficient resources to pay the rent will be demanded.
guide
Temporary housing
Youth hostels: www.fuaj.org
Hotels next to EPITECH Paris:
ETAP HOTEL- 20 rue Voltaire- 94270 Le Kremlin Bicêtre- Tel: 08 92 70 20 34
NOVOTEL- 22 rue Voltaire- 94270 Le Kremlin Bicêtre- Tel: 01 45 21 19 09
Hôtel CAMPANILLE- 32 Boulevard du General De Gaulle-94270 Le Kremlin Bicêtre-Tel : 01 46 70 11 86
University Residences
Dormitories are managed by the CROUS (Centre Regional des Oeuvres Universitaires et Sociales).Students are asked to pay the rent for the entire duration of their stay. Please ask the DIR for the file.
http://www.ciup.fr/
Here are some websites to explore:
http://www.appartement-etudiant.fr/
http://www.egide.asso.fr/fr/guide/vivre/loger/residetu
http://www.adele.org
http://www.aljt.asso.fr
http://www.caf.fr/
http://www.capcampus.com/etudiant/classique/pratique/logement/home.asp
http://cidj.fr
http://www.citea-hotels.com
http://www.cnous.fr/
http://www.estudines.fr
http://www.laureades.com
http://www.location-etudiant.fr/
http://www.mapiaule.com/
http://www.univercity.fr
http://www.seloger.com
http://www.pap.fr
http://www.immostreet.fr
http://www.fusac.fr

Apartment sharing is increasing in France:
http://www.colocation.fr
http://www.kel-coloc.com
http://www.appartager.com
http://www.e-cologis.com
http://www.colocationfrance.fr
http://www.recherche-colocation.com
http://www.ma-collocation.com
http://www.easycoloc.com
http://www.portail-colocation.fr
http://www.cherchecoloc.com

Host families
Please also note that students can stay with a family. The DIR will help locate families interested lodging a foreign student. Some families will offer meals, some will not. This type of housing is less expensive than renting an apartment, and allows you to become familiar with the French way of life. 
Costs range from 500 € to 900 € per month.
www.sejoursfrancefamille.com
www.hostfamiliesinparis.com
www.homestay-in-paris.com
American Church of Paris
This is a very efficient way to find housing for foreigners. Offers are posted on the message board. http://www.acparis.org/
Housing aid
Any citizen/student with limited financial resources may be eligible for housing aid. This financial assistance is paid out by the CAF (“Caisse d’Allocations Familiales”). The amount can reach 50% of the rent in certain cases. 
The two types of assistance are “Allocation de logement sociale” and “Aide personnalisée au logement”, often referred to as ALS and APL. Payments are made by local family assistance funds (CAF).

For more information, please visit the following website http://www.caf.fr/.
Also, eligible students can have some help to pay their deposit through the Locapass. For more information, please visit the following website:http://www.locapass.fr/

List of the student restaurants throughout France: http://www.cnous.fr/_vie_36.htm 

Phones and internet

For more than 3 years, IONIS students have been able to use voice over Internet protocol to telephone around the world for free. 
All IT campuses have free computer and internet access. Students do not need to bring their own laptops.

Sports facilities
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IONIS students also benefit from special access to various services, including  Sports clubs such as Foresthill and Aquaboulevard (www.forest-hill.com). 

ForestHill has 12 sports centers located in and around Paris with swimming pools, saunas, squash, tennis courts, and a gym. A team of fitness professionals can tailor a personal fitness program.

Aquaboulevard offers a large sports and leisure complex designed for total relaxation: swimming pool with waves, huge slides, spas, jacuzzis, hot tubs, whirlpools, geysers, water canons, waterfall, and much more.
 
Student Activities
Students have created clubs to fulfil a range of interests, from hands-on experience in the IT field to learning more about European culture or taking part in various sports activities. IONIS students organize their own events. Dinners, crepe parties, skiing in the Alps, or dancing in select Parisian nightclubs are not only a welcome break but also a great way to experience the French lifestyle and meet new friends.


Campus facilities
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Dining facilities and food
In addition to numerous bakeries, cafés, and restaurants, each campus has its own cafeteria serving a variety of dishes. Also, the student card gives access to university restaurants (Kremlin Bicêtre, Cité Universitaire among others).
The cafeterias on EPITECH campuses are open every week day (8:00am-5:00pm) and on week-ends during workshops and special events.
Breakfast (8:00 am-11:00am): € 1.80 
Hot meals (11:00 am-5:00pm): between € 3.50 and € 5.20







































Useful websites

French embassies and consulates:
http://www.expatries.diplomatie.fr/annuaires/repdipfr.asp

Studying in France:
http://www.edufrance.fr/en/index.htm 
http://www.crous-paris.fr
http://www.cidj.fr
http://www.onisep.fr
http://www.egide.fr 
http://www.parisetudiant.com

Money & Banking:
Main French banks: http://particuliers.societegenerale.fr/
    https://www.lcl.fr/
                             http://www.bnpparis.net
                             http://www.labanquepostale.fr/index.html
Currency exchange rate: http://www.xe.com/ucc/fr/

About Paris:
http://fr.parisinfo.com/
http://www.paris.fr
http://www.mairie-paris.fr/
http://www.parisbalades.com/
http://www.locapass.fr/

Useful numbers
In case of emergency, call: 
Anti-Poison center-Paris: 01 40 05 48 48
SAMU (medical emergencies) dial 15
Police emergencies: 17
Fire brigade: 18
European emergency line: 112
Emergency Doctor (SOS Medecin): 36 24
Dental emergencies: (SOS Dentistes) 01 43 37 51 00
Electrical & gas emergencies (EDF): 08 10 01 03 33
Lost luggage (Charles de Gaulle Airport):01 48 62 10 46
Lost luggage (Orly Airport): 01 46 75 04 53
Lost things (RATP: metro & bus): 01 40 06 75 27
Time information: 36 99







Pharmacies

Pharmacies are usually open from 8 am to 7 pm. They take turns closing on Sundays and also sometimes on Mondays. When any one pharmacy is closed, the addresses of the nearest on-call pharmacy are displayed on the door. A few pharmacies remain open late and some even all night.

Here are several. For more information please refer to the following link: http://en.parisinfo.com/guide-paris/daily-life/late-opening_services-3/guide/services1_late-opening-chemists

BRITISH AND AMERICAN PHARMACY 
Chemists open late or at night 
Opéra/ Grands boulevards | Montmartre/Pigalle/Trinité (PARIS 09) 
Open 7 days/7 from 8 am to 8:30 pm 
GRANDE PHARMACIE DAUMESNIL 
Chemists open late or at night 
Bercy/Tolbiac/Viaduc des Arts/Bois de Boulogne (PARIS 12) 
Open 7 days/7 and 24 hours/24. 
GRANDE PHARMACIE DE LA NATION 
Chemists open late or at night 
République/Bastille (PARIS 11) 
Open 7 days/7 from 8 am to midnight. 
GRANDE PHARMACIE DE LA PLACE 
Chemists open late or at night 
Opéra/ Grands boulevards | Montmartre/Pigalle/Trinité (PARIS 09) 
Open from 8 am to midnight (except on Saturdays from 8 am to 1 am). 
GRANDE PHARMACIE INTERNATIONALE DE PARIS 
Chemists open late or at night 
Opéra/ Grands boulevards | Montmartre/Pigalle/Trinité (PARIS 09) 
Open 7 days/7 from 9 am to midnight. 
PHARMACIE BASIRE 
Chemists open late or at night 
Tour Eiffel/Trocadéro | Passy/Bois de Boulogne (PARIS 16) 
Open from 8 am (9 am on Mondays) to 9 pm. Closed on Sundays and bank holidays. 
PHARMACIE CENTRALE 
Chemists open late or at night 
Tour Eiffel/Trocadéro (PARIS 15) 
Open 7 days/7 from 8 am to midnight. 
PHARMACIE DES ARTS 
Chemists open late or at night 
Saint-Germain des Prés/Musée d'Orsay/Montparnasse (PARIS 14) 
Open from 9 am to midnight. Closed on Sundays and bank holidays. 
PHARMACIE DHERY 
Chemists open late or at night 
Champs-Elysées/Musée du Louvre (PARIS 08) 
Open 7 days/7 and 24 hours/24. 
PHARMACIE D'ITALIE 
Chemists open late or at night 
Bercy/Tolbiac/Viaduc des Arts/Bois de Boulogne (PARIS 13) 
Open 7 days/7 from 8 am to 2 am. 
PHARMACIE DU VILLAGE 
Chemists open late or at night 
Marais/Les Halles (PARIS 04) 
Gay-friendly chemist open 7 days a week from 8.30am to 9.30pm, and Sundays from 9am to 8pm. 
PHARMACIE ESPACE-CONSEIL 
Chemists open late or at night 
Montmartre/Pigalle/Trinité (PARIS 18) 
Open 7 days/7 from 8 am to 2 am. 
PHARMACIE EXELMANS 
Chemists open late or at night 
Tour Eiffel/Trocadéro | Passy/Bois de Boulogne (PARIS 16) 
Open from 8:30 am to 10 pm. Closed on Sundays and bank holidays. 
PHARMACIE PERRAULT EUROPEENNE 
Chemists open late or at night 
Opéra/ Grands boulevards | Montmartre/Pigalle/Trinité (PARIS 09) 
Open 7 days/7 and 24 hours/24. 



Social Security
Student LMDE http://www.lmde.com/lmde/default.asp 
            SEMEREP http://www.smerep.fr/html-fr/home-portail.html
Above 28 years old: http://www.ameli.fr/

For more information,
 please contact us at 
international-relations@epitech.eu
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